Care in that time
may cost $600,000

By Mike Stobbe
Associated Press

ATLANTA — An American

diagnosed with the AIDS virus |
can expect to live for about 24 pé

on average, and the cost
of health care over that time is

more than $600,000, new re- |

search indicates.

Both life expectancy and the : ‘

cost of care have risen from

earlier estimates, mainly be- se
cause of expensive and effec- :.'

tive drug therapies, said Bruce

Schackman, the study’s lead | .

author.

average annual cost of care is
about $25,200 — nearly 40 per-

" cent higher than a commonly |
cited estimate from the late '

1990s.
The new research also up-

dates other studies from the 'medi

1990s, when life expectancy for
HIV-infected people was closer
to 10 years.

The study could influence | |’
how much state and federal to|li

governments appropriate for
HIV and AIDS care and pre-

vention in the future, some hoi

HIV policy experts said.
“They’re going to have to

The research found that the 0

iewed journal Medical Care.
3 estimate of life ex-
 for a symptomless
nfected with HIV was

iral drugs have come
ol market that have es-
turned HIV from a

study’s researchers
‘most of their data from18
i p‘ractices across the
 States that provide care
,000 patients. The re-
ers looked at the records

care costs and con-
he average lifetime
care is $618,000 per

is . roughly equivalent
ime cost estimates for
ease and some other
onditions in women,
more costs than men
ey live longer, the re-

arch Tsaid.
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